
Jack Pine
Jack Pine

Latin (group) name: Pinus

Latin (specific) name: Pinus Banksiana (Lambert)

Average max height: 25' to 70'

Average diameter: 8" to 24"

Associated state: none

Category: American Woods
The Softwoods - Conifers
Pine

Wood Research

The Tree
The Jack Pine is generally considered an inferior species. However, it is gradually growing into commercial
importance as stands of the higher grade pines are depleted. New uses during war years also have brought
it into prominence.Normally Jack Pine is a tree 25 to 70 feet high with trunk diameters of 8 to 24 inches. It
grows rapidly but is comparatively short-lived,and in its growth range establishes itself very well after forest
fires or heavy lumbering operations. It is thickly branched, and on young trees the branches remain on the
stem almost to the ground, causing the wood to be very knotty. The bark is thin, with narrow shallow
ridges, a scaly rough surface and a dull dark red-brown color. The needles grow in pairs, only about one
inch long, and are narrow, flat, stubby, twisted, and sharply pointed, dark gray-green in color. The
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branchlets curve in horn-like fashion. The cones which are oblong-conical, curved, with thick scales, stand
erect and close to the twig, are from one and a half to two inches long and one-half
to three quarters inch in diameter when closed; these cones ripen the second season but open unevenly,
remain closed for several years and may remain on the tree for many years. The tree is easily identified by
the numerous small crooked branches beginning close to the tree base, and by its twin. short, stiff and
sharp needles and small curved cones clinging to the tough branches.

Jack Pine pinecone

Jack Pine bark

Common Names in Use
Jack Pine(Mich., Minn., Wis., Ontario)
Gray Pine (Vt., Minn., Mich., trade)
Black Jack Pine (Wis.)
Hudson Bay Pine (trade)
Black Pine (Minn.)
“Juniper” (Canada)
Banksian Pine (lit.)
Northern Scrub Pine (lit.)
Canada Horncone
Pine (Calif., lit.)
Princess Pine (Ontario)
Check Pine
Cypress (Quebec and Hudson Bay)
Scrub Pine (Me., Vt., N.Y., Wis., Mich., Minn., Ontario)
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Sir Joseph Banks Pine (Eng.)

Growth Range
The growth range of Jack Pine extends from Nova Scotia and Quebec to Mackenzie, throughout northern
New England, northeastern New York and to the Lake States of Minnesota, Wisconsin, Michigan, Illinois and
Indiana.

The Wood
Jack Pine wood is brittle but comparatively weak, light in weight, soft in texture and close-grained. The
heartwood is a light brown-tan with a thick whitish sapwood. Its workability is similar to other pines.

Uses
It now has important commercial use as paper pulp. The numerous knots make it useful for “knotty pine"
interior finishes. Increasing amounts of lumber are produced from Jack Pine. It resembles Red Pine, but is
more knotty. This lumber is now used for boxes, crates, siding, rough construction and slack cooperage.
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You are free to:
Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format

Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material

The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms.



Under the following terms:
Attribution — You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes
were made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor
endorses you or your use.

NonCommercial — You may not use the material for commercial purposes.

ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your
contributions under the same license as the original.

No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally
restrict others from doing anything the license permits.

Notices:
You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your
use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation.

No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended
use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the
material.

Above all
We just want you to enjoy the information here, we hope you find it useful and educational. Please use the
content within this woodworking wiki in the spirit of sharing, collaboration and research. An open web
benefits all!
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